




HANGAR SWEEPINGS      by Harold Mills

ERCOUPE


Around ten years ago the Hallmark people started putting out an annual “Keepsake” Christmas tree ornament that was a well executed model of an airplane that was either famous or popular.  I have several of them including the Wright Flyer, Gee Bee, Laird Solution, a Jenny, the Spirit of St Louis, a Beech Staggerwing, etc.

This year I had not even thought about it when I passed the Hallmark display in Kohl’s and hanging there was this neat little Ercoupe.  Well Sir, my poor old mind went into reminiscent melt down.

Right after the Big War (WWII) ended the Salisbury Aircraft Service got the dealership for Ercoupe.  The little two-control bird had been developed before the war but never produced in quantity.  All we Ramp Rats and Hangar Sweepers were curious about an airplane that had no rudder pedals, so you could just “drive” it out to the end of the runway, take off and “drive” around in the wild blue without a care in the world.

When George (Brown) brought the first one back from the factory it was like a little twin-tailed, bubble canopied, tricycle geared, jewel sitting out there shining in the sun alongside all the war-weary Cubs and a few faded Ryans. Seems like everybody was getting their pictures taken with the first “New” airplane we had seen in years.  The war was truly over. The Salisbury Post even brought out a gaggle of pretty girls in bathing suits, contestants in some beauty contest, and they took turns in the cockpit and sitting on the wing while the shutters clicked.  I distinctly remember one of the beauties, slightly off balance, getting down off the wing.  It was one of those “I saw England, I saw France…” moments that left us so stunned even Teeter forgot to click his shutter.

It was absolutely the greatest thing to take someone for their first airplane ride.  I took Miss Ellen for her first ever airplane ride in that little Ercoupe. Let her hold the wheel and fly it for a bit.  It’s probably the reason she married me back there in 1949.

Naturally the next thing was, “What can you DO in the little bird?” I mean by way of acrobatics.  There was limited up travel in the elevator and a couple of degrees of down thrust in the engine, all part of the “safest airplane in the world” package so it required some heavy duty diving to get up enough speed to complete a sloppy loop and anything else was pretty much out of the question.  Except! There was all that dihedral in the wings. Maybe you could do an Immelman.  All you’d have to do was just push straight forward on the wheel on top of a loop and the dihedral in the wings would cause you to roll upright. Right? Right!

It worked, after a fashion. It was hard to resist turning the wheel on top of the loop and the whole thing was not pretty but it satisfied our collective need to explore the boundary of controllability and investigate our own ability to keep our cool in unusual circumstances.  Besides, it was a lot of fun.  Then one of the students on the G.I. Bill, who had seen us in our exploits, also tried to loop right over the field one day and Clay saw him and promptly chewed him out when he landed.  He looked hurt and told Clay that he was “just doing what he’d seen “Teeter, Mills and Shipton do,” which led to a group butt chewing and a couple of dire threats to our collective careers in aviation.

I’ve seen several crashes over the years and, strangely enough, considering that it was supposed to be the “safest” airplane, two of those crashes were Ercoupes. I’ve mentioned before about being in a Cub right behind George when he plowed into the embankment on the west end of the field.  I was also watching Doc Frazier landing on the North end one day when his nose wheel disintegrated (it was a faulty casting) and brought him to an abrupt stop with considerable damage to the whole forward fuselage.  Lucky he didn’t go over onto his back.

Well, anyhow, when I sit here and look up at that little four-inch Hallmark model hanging right above my head I remember the good times.
News and Notes

Lance Berrier

rlberrier@usa.net

Be Careful With Your Old ELT

Concerned that an exodus from old 121.5 MHz to new 406 MHz Emergency Locator Beacon (ELT) technology may translate into otherwise capable ELTs activating as they're tossed into dumpsters, AOPA and CAP have initiated a communications offensive. Feb. 1, 2009, marked the end of satellites' ability to notice your 121.5 MHz-specific ELT, while 406 MHz ELTs are satellite supported. Though responders still make efforts to monitor 121.5, 406 MHz is more widely supported and "switching to the new beacon is important," CAP said in a news release. It is similarly important that the people who would search for you and your downed aircraft aren't dispatched to spend their time digging through dumpsters and landfills to shut off improperly disposed of equipment. If you're changing out your ELT, properly disconnect the ELT from its battery or make sure that whoever does the work does so. Do not risk misusing search and rescue resources and personnel through improper removal or disposal of your old unit. The stories are already piling up.

AOPA shared one story of a California CAP squadron that searched through trash at a local recycling facility for six hours before finding an activated ELT that had nothing to do with a crashed aircraft. "Pilots can help save vital search and rescue resources," said AOPA senior director of regulatory affairs, Rob Hackman. Just properly dispose of your ELT.

$7 Billion In Aviation User Fees In Obama Budget

Aviation groups are raising the alarm after combing President Barack Obama's first budget and finding the term "direct user charges" in relation to FAA funding. In fact, the Obama administration targets raising $7 billion annually, roughly half the FAA's budget by "repealing some aviation excise taxes and replacing these taxes with direct user charges." The charges would begin in 2011. The language is on page 129 of the budget. Not surprisingly, general aviation groups are unanimous in their opposition to the language.

"It is often said the devil is in the details, but even with only a few details, there is much about which we are concerned," said AOPA President Craig Fuller. Fuller said AOPA has been working with the new administration on air traffic control modernization and airport development The warning light went on with the budget briefing documents and the plan for imposing billions in user fees on the aviation community." There is no mention of the form the fees might take or what taxes they'll replace but the lobbying against them has already begun. And a senior congressman is reminding the administration that aviation user fees have had a rough ride in the legislative process. "Aviation user fees have been proposed several times in the past by OMBs of various administrations, and have not been adopted by Congress." Oberstar noted.

Hudson pilot urges safety funding

The pilot of a plane that ditched into the Hudson River in New York has called on US airlines to invest more in recruiting and training pilots.

Capt Chesley "Sully" Sullenberger told Congress his pay had been cut by 40% in recent years, and the industry might not attract the "best and brightest".

"The single most important piece of safety equipment is an experienced, well-trained pilot," he said.

He was hailed as a hero after January's landing, which all on board survived.

At the hearing, an air traffic controller recalled the captain telling him he would land in the river, and thinking this was a "death sentence".

Controller Patrick Harten said it felt like hours before he heard of the plane's "heroic landing".

Earlier, Capt Sullenberger told the House aviation subcommittee that he was "deeply troubled" about the future of the airline industry.

He said pay cuts had placed "pilots and their families in an untenable financial situation", and that this was deterring potential recruits.

Companies should refocus on the recruitment and retention of well-trained pilots, and this should be "at least equal to their financial bottom lines", he said.

Capt Sullenberger said the airline industry had been facing severe economic challenges for the last eight years.

"We've been hit by an economic tsunami: September 11th, bankruptcies, fluctuating fuel prices, mergers, loss of pensions and revolving door management teams," he said.

He added that his decision to stay in the airline industry had come at "a great financial cost to me and my family", with his pay cut and pension downgraded.

The BBC's Adam Brookes in Washington says that amid all the adulation, it was a sobering moment.

The committee was sitting to examine what lessons could be learned from the 15 January accident.

Capt Sullenberger urged "collective solutions" involving management a labour to ensure that pilots are sufficiently valued and to avoid "negative consequences to the flying public and to our country".

"The current experience and skills of our country's professional airline pilots come from investments made years ago," he said.

"We must not let the economic and financial pressures detract from a focus on constantly improving our safety measures and engaging in ongoing and comprehensive training."

Investigators have confirmed that Canada geese collided with both of the engines of Flight 1549 shortly before it ditched, causing them to lose power.

"At the point of impact we heard thumps of the birds striking the aircraft," Capt Sullenberger told the Congress committee on Tuesday.

"I immediately began to feel vibrations - abnormal, rough vibrations coming from both engines," he said.

"And I quickly began to smell in the cabin circulated air, what I've experienced before, and that's a burned bird smell going through the engines."
Data on Marine-One Leaked

A company that monitors peer-to-peer file-sharing networks has discovered a potentially serious security breach involving President Barack Obama's helicopter, Marine One

Employees of Tiversa, a Cranberry Township, Pa.-based security company that specializes in peer-to-peer technology, reportedly found engineering and communications information about Marine One at an IP address in Tehran, Iran.

Bob Boback, CEO of Tiversa, told said: "We found a file containing entire blueprints and avionics package for Marine One, which is the president's helicopter."

The company was able to trace the file back to its original source.

"What appears to be a defense contractor in Bethesda, Md., had a file-sharing program on one of their systems that also contained highly sensitive blueprints for Marine One," Boback said.

Tiversa also found sensitive financial information about the cost of the helicopter on that same computer.

Someone from the company most likely downloaded a file-sharing program, typically used to exchange music, not realizing the potential problems, Boback said.

"When downloading one of these file-sharing programs, you are effectively allowing others around the world to access your hard drive," Boback said.

Retired Gen. Wesley Clark, an adviser to Tiversa, said the company discovered exactly which computer the information came from. "I'm sure that person is embarrassed and may even lose their job, but we know where it came from and we know where it went."

Boback said the government was notified immediately.

Iran is not the only country that appears to be accessing this type of information through file-sharing programs, Boback told the station.

"We've noticed it out of Pakistan, Yemen, Qatar and China. They are actively searching for information that is disclosed in this fashion because it is a great source of intelligence," Boback said.

Clark said that he doesn't know how sensitive this information is, but he said other military information has been found on the Internet in the past and should be monitored more closely.

Rep. Jason Altmire, D-Pa., said he would ask Congress to investigate how to prevent this from happening again.
Speeding, driverless Nissan finally stopped by US bombers

Conversion kits have been developed which can upgrade any normal car for autonomous driverless operation. Video is now available from such a car, driving without human input in the Nevada desert, showing fruitless attempts by US navy bombers to destroy the self-directed machine.

The vid comes courtesy of Kairos Autonomi, the Utah company which makes the "Pronto4" robo-car conversion kit. Rather than one of their automated drivers snapping the shackles of human control and having to be destroyed by the military, however, the bombing was actually a training exercise for US Navy jet pilots. It took place at the end of January at Naval Air Station Fallon in Nevada, and was announced by Kairos last week.

The bombs being dropped around the speeding car are inert training rounds rather than live 500 or thousand-pounders. But they are smart laser-guided ones, showing the difficulty that normal smartbombs have scoring direct hits on moving targets. The car was stopped on the eighth try, the nearby impact of the inert bomb stalling the engine.

According to Kairos, the car is a Nissan Altima and converting it to unmanned driverless operation took less than four hours using the Pronto4 kit, which the firm refers to as a "strap-on autonomy system". The company says that any vehicle you like can be fitted out with a strap-on robo driver and then perform such tasks as "perimeter patrol", convoy leading/following" or even "covert operations". The car, van, lorry or whatever is then "optionally manned".

Kairos believe that the robo strap-on gear would be ideal for driving unmanned supply trucks through the minefields and roadside bombs of Iraq or Afghanistan, or other dangerous military applications. They say it can be remotely "tele-operated" using a video feed, or follow a pre-generated course on its own. Pronto4-pimped cars competed in the last DARPA robocar event, apparently.

The machine can cope with "city, highway and off-road" according to the product sheet, acting as an autopilot for a human driver if required: you just tap the brake to take manual control. Kairos, like many others, are literally having no truck with Vista - the controlling computer is a Core 2 Duo, 1 gig RAM Windows XP box.

The only thing the Pronto4 doesn't seem able to do is cope with traffic. Once it can do that, it would seem that the long-anticipated day when we can simply set our cars to take us wherever we want and then sit back for a snooze, a beer or a bit of TV is finally at hand. 

The stories presented above have been collected from recent Aviation News.

If you have an article, notice, etc. that you would like to see here please email it to rlberrier@usa.net or send via snail mail to:

Lance Berrier

1954 Thomas Rd.

Lexington, NC 27295

Presidents Headline News





Boy is it still cold, but warmer days are just ahead.  


	Okay it’s time to get out of the Cabin Fever Stage and get ready for the Spring Flying Season.  We have some great plans on the horizon to keep everyone in airplanes and flight activities.  J Wood has planned our Fly-out/Drive-out for March 14 at Lonesome Field, the new second home of Ten-83 Chapter Members.  Lonesome is located about 3 miles east of Gold Hill Airpark and more information will be coming about this fun time.  Just one hint, look out for the ditch on the far right side of the field.  It swallows Dodge Dakota’s. 


	After Sun ‘N Fun in April here are some ideas to put on your calendar for May to keep in mind.  On the 1st thru 3rd we will be flying some Boy Scout Young Eagles at Rowan.  Also we have been asked about serving our world famous burgers to the Wings weekend in Concord.  We will talk more about this at the meeting.  Finally we have our Retreat to Lumberton NC and the Mid Atlantic Fly-In on the 23, and 24th.  Boy isn’t it fun to be busy at airports.  


	In the not to distant future we have our Poker Run and the Chapters first Pilotage Navigation Competition.  I have procured some good Sponsored prizes for both of these events for our spring and summer flying events.  


	All these events are not to minimize this weekends First Saturday Lunch with the FAAst Team Seminars.    There have already been 40 spots pre-registered for the Seminars and that doesn’t count those just stopping by for lunch.   We can always make room for more.  Activities start at 8:30 for registration and donuts and coffee.   If a couple folks could show up at about 8:00 to help move the cover and cooker ect. out of the Hangar, I would appreciate it.  I already have the hangar set up for Seminar mode so there isn’t much we have to do to be ready for the bunch.  I sure am looking forward to it.  


	I have a final Homework assignment before our meeting.  We are looking for new directions and projects the chapter would like to undertake.  We sometimes get stale I would really appreciate and need some new ideas. Lets not just follow, if you have some ideas, bring them to the table.  Soon we will be looking to schedule the second half of 2009, and I have only had one new suggestion and I am working on it, a mid-week flight activity.  


	 Thanks Jack
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 February 10, 2009 – Minutes – EAA Chapter 1083 Monthly Business Meeting


President Jack opened the meeting at 1848 with the pledge to our flag and country then introduced the speaker for the evening. Connie D. Sullivan a independent agent representing the Aviation Insurance Services located in High Point ,NC gave a interesting talk explaining the vagaries of aviation insurance that prompted many related stories and questions from fellow EAA 'ers.  Connie would welcome any questions that members may have ...call 1-800-321-5526 or 336-454-5527 .


President Jack acknowledged EAA'ers Lester Bradway and Bob Poole for their efforts in installing new high intensity lights in the Eagle's Nest.


A discussion of our first Saturday lunch followed..more than 40 airplanes and crews attended and 7 young eagles  were flown by Al Wilson, J Wood and Danny Sloop..a special thanks went to the cook...Uncle Tom Snyder


it was a good get together.


 new business...


President Jack reports locating a new cooking trailer that can be built to order with a starting price of $5225 and the chapter adding the cooking equipment...there will be more to come on this.


Jack requested a motion to change our web site agreement to a more flexible...do it your self.. plan that is available from our present provider at a cost of $142.00 includes the domain name, the existing plan cost $95 a year plus the domain fee of$49. It was seconded by Bill Howard and approved by the membership


Treasurer ...Mike Brown reported on the chapter finances..no one objected


 Secretary Jim Smiley approved  the January minutes and commended Donna Forbes for her fine report. the member ship approved.


 	Membership/ Young eagles...Lewis and Janna Brown  reports on the first Saturday Young Eagle fly and new members.  Birthday's for February are Mac Forbes , Jack Neubacher , Jack Seaford , Ron Schreck.


We wish to welcome new members...Anthony Strickland, William and Elizabeth Gullett


 


Activities.. J Wood....No fly out is planed for February and J is disappointed by the lack of partition last month. There is a planed cook out at Lonesome  for March 14....located 3 miles east of Gold hill, 2200 ft. grass ...more to come


 


Tech Meeting... Lewis Brown....date and location TBA..


Library.. Carl Wicker...no report


Chart Czar...We need to remember to up date our charts..buy from the chapter..the best price around


 


The First Saturday March (March 1) will include a FAAst Program


Larry Lambert 9:00 with uncontrolled airports


Dr Charles Nicholson Thunderstorm avoidance


Arch Hudgins and special guest??? Cross wind reviews.


 


Lunch will be at 12:00 this month. breakfast??? Set up hanger for seminars and cook under the cover. Will need help at 7:30 if we cook breakfast, 8:00 if we do not.


  


General discussion


Bill Howard reported his trip to the.. Bracing.. Ski Plane fly-in at Oshkosh where he enjoyed much snow, 5 degree temp. with a wind chill of -21 as well a great fly-in. He met with a fellow named Paul Polberezy who remembered meeting and enjoying the performance of the Wicker Pickers from 1083..good report Howard...


 	Mike Brown related a conversation that he had with a rep of US Air regarding the Hudson river landing, the report was that even tho the plane was landed...? watered??.. the best that was possible, it still came near to breaking up..the bottom of the fuselage was shredded and warped to the point that the baggage doors were forced open..had there been more wave action the out come might have been different.


 Mike added that the experience level of the pilot was the telling factor..riding an Airbus with out power is like riding a piano- never stop flying the airplane !!


�David Snyder has a 150 project for sale, asking $9000.00...contact David for details.


50/50 raffle winner...Hal Allman  Free dinner...Tom Callender


The meeting was closed...we cleaned house, talked a while and then went home..a good meeting.


Respectfully submitted by..Jim Smiley.. secretary














Membership





 Welcome to our newest members.  William D. and Elizabeth Gullett joined our chapter at the first Saturday lunch in February. They have a PA-22-135 and live in Winston-Salem.  Anthony Strickland joined at the February business meeting. He is from Concord.  Please make these new members feel at home and encourage them to attend the events we offer. 


Our membership drive is going well. Please send your dues if you have not already to Lewis & Jana Brown, 10348 S NC Hwy 150, Linwood, NC 27299.  You may also pay at the monthly meeting. 


March birthdays: Elizabeth Gullett, Sid Hood, Bill Howard, Joe Koch, Danny Sloop, and Carolyn Sweet.


If we don’t recognize your birthday, it’s because we don’t have a record of it. Please let me know if you are not recognized. 





Please call Lewis or Jana Brown with any questions re: membership.


336-752-2574 or 336-239-1170 or 1178 or e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net." �lebrown@ptmc.net.�





Young Eagles 


We flew 7 children at our last Saturday lunch in February. Pilots for the event were Al Wilson, Danny Sloop, and J Wood.





We are working on plans to fly scouts the first week in May at Rowan County. They will be having a camp out over at the National Guard May 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. We are hoping to work out flights over the course of the 3 days.  Put this on your calendar and let me know if you will be able to help so that I can begin the paperwork. 


If you have any questions, call or e-mail at 336-752-2574 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net" �lebrown@ptmc.net�.





Jana Brown











Membership and Circulation


The Carolina Unicom is the official publication of Rowan Area EAA Chapter 1083, and is circulated to all members monthly.


*Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Sport Aviation and is not limited to pilots or aircraft owners or builders.     


Family or Individual Membership $25.00 Annually- January 1 to December 31.  





For further details contact:


EAA 1083 Inc.


3310 Airport Loop Rd. Hangar 18


Salisbury, NC 28147


Or log on � HYPERLINK "http://www.eaa1083.com" ��www.eaa1083.com�


Officers and Committee Leaders


President:   Jack E. Neubacher    jack@fly4fun.org          Phone:  (704)636-1864  Mobile (704)213-6937  





Vice President: Robert Poole  


   pooler@carolina.rr.com





Treasure:  Mike Brown     


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:mbrown@mrinc.com" ��mbrown@mrinc.com�


Secretary: Jim Smiley


smiley27028@yahoo.com 


Newsletter News Editor: Lance Berrier


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rlberrier@usa.net" ��rlberrier@usa.net�


Flight Activities:  J Wood 


mocha1@touchnc.net


Chart Czar: Jack Kirkland


qb36119@adelphia.net


Technical Advisors: Dan Ward


twoaviators@gmail.com


Dave Burgess   voyager01@carolina.rr.com


Librarian:   Carl Wicker 


Flying Start:  James Smiley


Membership/Young Eagles


Lewis and Jana Brown (336)-752-2574


lebrown@ptmc.net


Hangar Committee: Wade Myers 


Publicity and Information Chairman: 


	


Web Master – by Committee


Official Photographer  -- Ben Martin





Monthly 50/50 Raffle Coordinators


	Judy and Tony Therrell


***************************************


EAA Ten-83 on the Web  www.eaa1083.com








