




HANGAR SWEEPINGS      by Harold Mills

UPSIDEDOWN


After the Salisbury Aircraft Service acquired a few Ryan PT-22’s (Around 1946 this was) we daring aviators started exploring the boundaries of controllability and the spectacle of seeing mother earth from unusual positions

Guy (Poplin), who had taught acrobatics on Stearman’s (I’m never sure if it’s aerobatics or acrobatics and if its more than one Stearman is it Stearmen) down at the primary school in Camden, SC during the big war so he was the logical one to dispel the mysteries of rolls (slow and snap) and vertical reinversements.

The Ryan was naturally a bit heavy in the nose so it was difficult to hold it inverted for very long without falling out into a split-S. You’d start a roll nose high and it’d always come out nose low, but what the heck, when you’re cutting dido’s across the sky you take whatever you can get.  One thing it would do real good was snap roll. There was always the argument of whether you snap rolled with the stick straight back or in the corner.  It didn’t seem to make much difference to the Ryan. One thing for sure, once you’d passed the inverted position you better be in recovery mode or you’d go way past level on recovery.

For whatever reason we daring aviators decided that what we really needed was an inverted fuel system.  That way, with the engine still running, we could keep the nose up, perform perfect rolls, fly upside down and amaze our friends and spectators as we cruised along with our heads hanging down.

I can’t recall for sure who came up with the design for our “system” but I’m pretty sure that Ned Story did most of the rigging.  Ned was easy going, meticulous, just about the best airplane mechanic I’ve ever known and just about the last person you’d expect to take part in a wild hair scheme to keep that old Kinner running upside down.  What he did was tap a brass fitting into the intake manifold just above the carb, and then he cleaned out a 1qt Kendall oil can and soldered a few fittings and mounted it down low on the firewall with a copper tube going out the top to that fitting on the manifold.  There was an “On/Off” valve in the fuel line controlled by a bowden wire,  which reached into the front cockpit.  That meant that if you planned on inverted flying you had to pop open the cowling and fill the Kendall can with gas, then fly from the front seat which, on the Ryan, meant taking someone along because you just couldn’t solo a Ryan from the front cause it came from the factory nose heavy which is probably the reason they had to sweep the wings back five degrees.

Anyhow, the system worked great from the get-go. There were always plenty of volunteers hanging around to ballast the back seat and in pretty short order we were cruising along inverted, learning to relax and look around at the world over our head.  Then one sunny day, I don’t remember who I had in the back seat, the oil cap, which was located right in front of the windshield, came off as I cruised along in an inverted state.  I had taken to wearing goggles w/o helmet.  I’d seen a picture of Doug Corrigan with goggles and no helmet and it just looked Sooo cool.  Anyhow, the windshield went black and my hair was suddenly super slick.  I hastily rolled upright and fortunately was right over the field so I got down super quick. My shirt was ruined, it took several washings to get the smell of burnt oil out of my hair and, worst of all, Clay found out about our clever inverted system so several of us got our tails reamed and that was the end of the great inverted flying caper.
 

News and Notes

Lance Berrier

rlberrier@usa.net

What's up with 121.5 MHz ELTs?

U.S. pilots should beware that satellite monitoring of 121.5 MHz emergency locator transmitters (ELTs) ended on Feb. 1. However, existing 121.5 MHz ELTs will continue to meet the FAA’s regulatory requirements after that date.

Even though the satellites will no longer monitor 121.5 MHz signals, the search and rescue community will still respond when notified through other means. ELTs were originally intended to use 121.5 MHz to inform air traffic control and pilots monitoring the frequency of an emergency. It will continue to serve in that role in a limited capacity, relying on fellow pilots and ground-based radio facilities to monitor the signals. 

An upgraded ELT, the 406, will be monitored by satellites and contains a 121.5 MHz ELT within it. When linked to a GPS, it provides precise coordinates to search and rescue responders, narrowing the search area. 

U.S. aircraft owners have the option of replacing their 121.5 ELTs with newer models that broadcast on 406 MHz. The new ELTs cost about $900 plus installation. Those who continue using the 121.5 MHz ELT should consider carrying other equipment such as personal locator beacons, cell phones, or other devices in addition to using flight plans and radar services. Pilots should take as many steps as possible to improve their chances of being located in case of an emergency.

The decision to continue flying with 121.5 MHz ELTs or to upgrade to the 406 MHz ELT should be based upon a number of factors, including the type of flying they do, the equipment they carry, and the type of terrain they overfly.

The rules for U.S. pilots flying internationally to equip with a 406 MHz ELT are more complex and evolving.

Canada has proposed, but not yet required, that aircraft flying within its national airspace boundaries be equipped with fixed 406 MHz ELTs. So for now, U.S. aircraft flying to and from Canada may have either 121.5 MHz or 406 MHz ELTs. Canada is planning a two-year conversion period for the new equipment after the new rules are set.

Mexico will allow U.S.-registered aircraft to continue using 121.5 MHz ELTs until July 1, 2009, or their next mandatory ELT battery replacement, whichever comes first. 

Bahamas officials will allow U.S.-registered aircraft to continue flying there with 121.5 MHz ELTs until Feb. 1, 2011, and then reevaluate. The Bahamas Ministry of Tourism has also issued an “Exemption from Mandatory 406MHz Emergency Locator Transmitter,” which is available online and should be printed and carried to the Bahamas to present to officials, if needed.

The 5-watt digital signal transmitted by 406 MHz equipment is stronger and more accurate than 121.5 and must be registered to a specific owner. Registration means that rescuers, once alerted by a 406 MHz signal, can call the owner first, before launching a search just to find an aircraft that is simply being transported on a truck, for example.

HondaJet spools up for certification program

Some of the most qualified engineers at Cessna, Gulfstream and Hawker Beechcraft are being offered jobs at Honda Aircraft, which is ramping up in anticipation of the start of flight-testing for the all-composite HondaJet just as other manufacturers cut their head count.

Honda Aircraft says it is in the process of hiring 100 engineers and in particular is looking for people with experience in new aircraft design, development and certification. The Greensboro, North Carolina-based manufacturer plans to start a four-aircraft flight-test and certification program for its new very light jet in the third quarter. 

Honda says a "core team" has begun building the first conforming aircraft, with several subassemblies including the wing and empennage having now been received from suppliers. "We're anticipating first flight in late summer or early fall," the company says.

Honda, which employs 300 people, says so far it has attracted talent from California, Georgia, Kansas, Texas and Washington and continues to recruit staff in these aircraft manufacturing hotbeds as it grows its headcount to 400 this year. Georgia is the home to Gulfstream, while Cessna and Hawker Beechcraft are based in Kansas, with both companies having announced significant job cuts in recent months.

Honda says it has to look outside North Carolina for aeronautical engineers with experience in certificating new aircraft because this kind of expertise "tends to be concentrated in areas where the infrastructure is built up. Greensboro tends to be in its infancy with that."

Honda is now developing a new $100 million facility at Greensboro's Piedmont Triad International airport. The first phase of this facility, a headquarters building housing the company's sales, marketing and administration staff, opened last May. In December an 18,600m² (200,000ft²) research and development building was completed.

The third and final phase of the project, featuring a production facility, will open in 2010. Honda plans to start hiring production staff early next year as it prepares for the start of production in late 2010, which is also when the HondaJet is scheduled to be certificated and delivered to the first customer. Honda says it aims to eventually ramp up to production rate of 80-100 aircraft a year, which is needed for it to achieve the production efficiencies employed at Honda's automotive division.

Honda claims sales of the HondaJet have remained robust despite the economic downturn and it has not been affected by the woes of the air taxi market because its orders are all from owner operators and small businesses. Honda will not disclose how many orders it has secured, but says sales spiked last year, initially because an increase in fuel prices prompted owners of larger business jets to look for smaller more fuel efficient models. 

While fuel prices have come down, Honda says the slow economy is prompting jet owners to seek savings by switching to smaller, more efficient jets. "People are a bit more cautious. They want more fuel efficiency, but don't want to give up space or speed," it says.

The HondaJet will be able to cruise at up to 420kt (780km/h) and offers a six-seat cabin with a lavatory. Honda claims the HondaJet has the cabin and performance of a light jet, but at a purchase price and fuel efficiency of a very light jet. "Demand is quite strong. We're very happy with the orders we have," Honda says, adding "the retention rate [for existing customers] is also quite high".

NASA working on boom-less supersonic jets

NASA has announced the completion of a series of flight tests aimed at reducing the "sonic boom" effect, one of the major downsides of supersonic aircraft.

Two custom-modified F-15 fighter jets were used in the test program, referred to by NASA as Lift and Nozzle Change Effects on Tail Shock (LaNCETS*). Flying faster than sound, the lead F-15 used its custom-fitted canards (small winglets ahead of the main wings) to modify how much lift was generated by the main wing; it also changed its engine nozzle configuration.

These changes altered the conical shockwaves trailing behind the plane, measured by the second F-15 using nose-mounted sensors to probe the wake of the jet just ahead. It is this shock front, trailing behind a supersonic aircraft, which produces the loud "sonic boom" when it hits the ground. The boom produced by Concorde was sufficient that the mighty Mach-2 airliner was largely restricted to subsonic speeds when over land, and meant that the London-New York route was the only one it could routinely serve.

Nobody is really planning another supersonic airliner right now: but some US makers think there would be a market for supersonic business jets, able to whisk billionaires and CEOs from continent to continent faster than today's aircraft. But they wouldn't be much use if they couldn't go supersonic over land.

Hence the desire for boom-less (or anyway, less boomy) supersonic flight. NASA has been working on fundamental research for a while, aiming to help the US aviation industry crack the technical issues. One recent effort, for instance, saw Gulfstream "Quiet Spike" nose poles fitted to NASA jets, to see if the shock cone from the spike might mask or mitigate the noise from the rest of the aircraft.

The just-completed LaNCETS effort uses a different approach, looking to find out just how different lift loads and engine nozzle shapes affected the shape and intensity of the shock cones behind a plane. The chase F-15 used differential-GPS augmented satnav kit to measure its position with respect to the lead craft exactly, allowing the sensor readings to be precisely mapped into a 3D database.

The test results "will be made available to interested university and industry partners in order to further their research objectives", according to NASA. ®

*Perhaps NASA should have gone with Supersonic Flight Acoustics Testing Centered on Advanced Transportation for the Superwealthy (SuperFATCATS for short).

Malibu Pilot left SOS bullet-point list

The US financial advisor who attempted to fake his own death in a light aircraft crash will certainly not be elevated to the pantheon of criminal masterminds, after police revealed he'd left a bullet-point list of his fake distress call in the plane before bailing out.

Marcus Schrenker, 38, took off from Anderson, Indiana, on 11 January in a Piper PA-46 en route for Destin, Florida. Over Alabama, he sent a distress call saying the aircraft's windscreen had "imploded" and that he was bleeding.

Two F-15 fighters were scrambled to assist, but found the plane flying on autopilot, with its door open and no sign of the pilot. It later crashed in a swamp near East Milton, Florida.

Schrenker actually came to earth near the town of Harpersville, Alabama, and subsequently had to escape law enforcement operatives who rumbled his identity after he obligingly showed them his FAA pilot's license.

He made his way to a campsite near Quincy, Florida, where he was cuffed having apparently attempted suicide by cutting his wrists.

According to Reuters, a court affidavit says that when rescuers reached his crashed aircraft, they found "evidence including a book of campsites in America missing its pages on Alabama and Florida, and a bullet-point list scribbled on the back of a book that read: 'cracked windshield, window imploded, bleeding profusely'."

Schrenker was transferred from a Tallahassee hospital to Escambia County Jail in Pensacola. He faces "federal charges of making a false distress call and purposely crashing a plane".

Three of Schrenker's companies - Heritage Wealth Management, Heritage Insurance Services and Icon Wealth Management - are under investigation by the Indiana Securities Division amid allegations that he "misled consumers who invested money in his wealth management companies and misappropriated hundreds of thousands of dollars of their money". 

On The fly

Be sure to check out On The Fly in the newsletter section of the website, http://www.eaa1083.com

The stories presented above have been collected from recent Aviation News.

If you have an article, notice, etc. that you would like to see here please email it to rlberrier@usa.net or send via snail mail to:

Lance Berrier

1954 Thomas Rd.

Lexington, NC 27295

Presidents Headline News





    


Boy is it cold.  With just a couple things of note this cold month of February that I must bring up, the first and minor one is the a new hangar situation. For the first time in several years we  have an active hangar just on the east side of ours, near the road.  I had a call from Jack Goodnight, the new owner and he was trying to open his door.  It hit our rolling car port which was not fully within our hangar.  He apologized for denting the roof. I told him, no problem, it has happened before.  I made some movements inside our hangar so it can be pushed in a little farther and the situation is remedied.  We just need to make sure we pull it in a little bit further when we close.  


Now I will give you some fun things.   Our guest for Tuesday’s meeting is Connie Sullivan a private agency for aircraft insurance called AIS or Aviation Insurance Specialties from High Point.  He will bring us up to date changes in the aviation insurance market.  


Next thing is that we put together a big show for our March 7th edition of First Saturday Lunch.  Together with the group from Alpha One Flight Service, we will be hosting a FAAst Team seminar series before lunch, starting at 9:00 AM.  Larry Lambert, an ex-faa guru will do a seminar on flight into Non Controlled Fields, followed at 10:00 by our own Dr. Charles Nicholson with a lesson on Thunderstorms getting us ready for spring.  Finally at 11:00 Arch Hutchins and maybe a surprise guest will do a Flying with Crosswinds.  We will then have lunch at 12:00.  I wonder if we may want to do some eggs of pancakes for breakfast before we start the whole program.  


For February’s First Saturday we have a chance to fly some Young Eagles before or after dinner.  We are calling this our Souper Saturday, with some warming soup to spice up lunch.  As of now it is suppose to be in the mid 60’s so we won’t have to warm too much.  


I have been doing some Web site work and have added some new pages.  I also have another “volunteer” to help keep it up to date too so we don’t get stale anymore with new things being added every week, so click on and see the new stuff.   


One final thing,  the long awaited Hangar Sweepings Book is ready for publication.  I can’t wait to see the final copy.  Thanks Harold for years of service.   


 Thanks Jack


  





	


	 








In this issue for February 2008


Page 1	- Presidents Headline News 


Page 2 – Secretary Minutes from September 08


Page 3 –Chapter Masthead - More news & notes


Page 4 – Hangar Sweepings by Harold Mills


Page 5, 6, 7 – News and Notes


Page 8 – Mailing Info and More News 








February  2009


Don’t forget to check out the new and improved web site


www.eaa1083.com





Next Meeting Tuesday 


February 10,  2009 

















January 13, 2009 – Minutes – EAA Chapter 1083 Monthly Business Meeting


President Jack Neubacher convened the meeting at 7:02 PM, leading the group in the Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag.  The following guests were recognized and welcomed:  Anthony Strickland – Concord, William Gullett – owner of a Tri-Pacer, Eric Newton, and David Butler.  Jack advised that Chapter Secretary Jim Smiley “called in sick” today and will not be with us (get well quickly, Jim!!).


VP Bob Poole announced that the new high output fluorescent tubes have been purchased and he plans to install this week, using an extendable platform rather than tall ladders.


Treasurer Mike Brown presented the Chapter’s Summary Balance Sheet along with comments tallying recent expenses (Christmas party - $820.60, Chapter HQ ground lease - $207.00, and Chapter insurance renewal - $321.00).  With $8,759.00 on hand after all expenses, we’re in good shape financially (...report submitted with second by Tony Terrell, approved).  Mike also reported contact from the Mid Atlantic Fly In and Sport Aviation Convention (“Lumberton”), requesting that the Chapter provide primary food service and the “Fly-in Parts Mart” again this year.  ...Mart “Foreman” Lewis Brown commented on the need for much wider participation in terms of bringing parts/pieces to sell this year since our good friend, Mr. Elmer Hyatt, recently passed away and has always brought lots of parts.  Tony suggested that Chapter members consider donating their “spare parts” for the sale, and Carolyn Sweet suggested expanding the Mart a bit by renaming it “Flea and Fly...” so that some may donate other sellable items. 


Membership – Jana Brown recognized the following birthdays for the month:  Les Bradway, Andres Duque, Lou Hine, Ben Selassie, Steve Sweet, Tammy Koontz, Del McCullough, Louie Moore and Jim Smiley.  Each was presented with a $100 bill (...just kidding!!;-).  Jana did ask that everyone please be sure that she has your birthday information.  She reminded all, too, that dues are due ($25.00, includes family) – and, she has applications for membership available here tonight, via mail, and they are on the Chapter website.  Also, Jana asks that anyone who is a member and whose spouse may also be an EAA National member, please get the spouse’s number to her – very important.  Regarding Young Eagles update, Jana advised that there may be a small group and that Lewis suggests having them come to a “First Saturday Lunch” – all agreed that it should work out well.


Chapter Newsletter Editor, Lance Berrier reminded us of a new added feature – an “On The Fly” link to stories out there that may be of great interest to us all.  Comments were heard all around regarding the excellent and timely information we regularly read in “our” newsletter!  Thanks, Lance! 


On behalf of Chart Czar Jack Kirkland, Tony Terrell advised that there are new Charlotte Sectionals and that those who “subscribe” can expect their charts in the mail as Jack has sent them. 


Library Guru Carl Wicker outlined a new addition – a very interesting book on a true hero and well known 27 Victory Ace from Greensboro.  Special thanks to Billy Carter for donating this book!.  The name of the book is George Preddy, Top Mustang Ace. 


Regarding the next “Technical Meeting”, Dan Ward advised that we’ll plan to gather at Tom Callender’s shop to view his RV-9 project on Thursday, January 22.  Thanks to Tom for the invitation! (Directions will be sent via email.)  Dan also asked for continuing input on ideas for future Technical Meetings – please refer all ideas to him and Lewis Brown.


 


New Business: President Jack briefly reviewed the “kitchen trailer” that we “almost” bought while advising that the search for a quality, practical and reasonably priced trailer continues.  Jack said that our own Carl Wicker will likely be going by to “renew friendship” with the trailer owner to determine if there may yet be some interest in selling.  Actively evolving project.   


Responding to a question about possible KRUQ CTAF change, Jack reviewed the reasons (“.8 frequency congestion) but indicated that there seems to be no immediate change or resolution. 


Jack also reviewed tentative plans for short safety “forums” to be presented by Dave Lackey and Mike Johnson, the first to be in March (1st. Sat. Lunch) and on “traffic at uncontrolled airports”.  He read over some additional and interesting/important topics that may come on a quarterly basis. 


Finally, Jack asked for continuing input on “...ways you’d like to see the Chapter change activities...places to visit for fly-outs, for example.  ...more or less programs, and ideas for activities at “First Saturday Lunch” and regular meetings?”  Please let Jack have any/all ideas!


Thanks to Tony’s great salesmanship, the “50-50 raffle” winnings totaled $33.00...and, Tom Reddeck was the lucky winner.  2nd prize (free dinner next meeting!) was won by Jerry Garmin.  


 Meeting adjourned.               Respectfully submitted,   Donna Forbes, Substitute Secretary


 











For our Wall of Honor


G.C. TEETER


	Grover Cleveland Teeter Jr. (Luke) died on January 13, 2009.  G.C. was a charter member of EAA Chapter 1083 but had been absent for the  past couple of years because of poor health.  At the nursing home where he spent his final days he told an interviewer that his fondest memories were of flying in a “Yellow, J-3 Cub airplane”  G.C was one of those early “Hangar Sweepers” who were released from school at noon each day to work at the airport and learn to fly.  He was a member of “The Greatest Generation” who served his country, worked hard, loved his wife, Ellen, and his boys, Jeff and Warren.  He will be sorely missed


Membership





Please renew your dues for 2009 if you haven’t already done so. We will be sending letters after the February meeting if you have not yet renewed. You may pay us at the monthly meeting or send check for $25.00 to Lewis & Jana Brown, 10348 S. NC Hwy 150, Linwood, NC 27299.  We are looking for 100 members this year. If you know of someone who shares the love of aviation and would benefit from our chapter, please recruit them!


February Birthdays: Mac Forbes, Jack Neubacher, Ron Schreck, Jack Seaford.


If we don’t recognize your birthday, it’s because we don’t have a record of it. Please let me know if you are not recognized. 





Please call Lewis or Jana Brown with any questions re: membership.


336-752-2574 or 336-239-1170 or 1178 or e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net." ��lebrown@ptmc.net.�








Young Eagles 





We will be working on scheduling Young Eagle rallies throughout the year. A small group of boys will come over to our Saturday lunch and fly on February 7, weather permitting. Please let us know of any groups you might know of that we could coordinate with.  





If you have any questions, call or e-mail at 336-752-2574 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net" ��lebrown@ptmc.net�.











Membership and Circulation


The Carolina Unicom is the official publication of Rowan Area EAA Chapter 1083, and is circulated to all members monthly.


*Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Sport Aviation and is not limited to pilots or aircraft owners or builders.     


Family or Individual Membership $25.00 Annually- January 1 to December 31.  





For further details contact:


EAA 1083 Inc.


3310 Airport Loop Rd. Hangar 18


Salisbury, NC 28147


Or log on � HYPERLINK "http://www.eaa1083.com" ��www.eaa1083.com�


Officers and Committee Leaders


President:   Jack E. Neubacher    jack@fly4fun.org          Phone:  (704)636-1864  Mobile (704)213-6937  





Vice President: Robert Poole  


   pooler@carolina.rr.com





Treasure:  Mike Brown     


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:mbrown@mrinc.com" ��mbrown@mrinc.com�


Secretary: Jim Smiley


smiley27028@yahoo.com 


Newsletter News Editor: Lance Berrier


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rlberrier@usa.net" ��rlberrier@usa.net�


Flight Activities:  J Wood 


mocha1@touchnc.net


Chart Czar: Jack Kirkland


qb36119@adelphia.net


Technical Advisors: Dan Ward


twoaviators@gmail.com


Dave Burgess   voyager01@carolina.rr.com


Librarian:   Carl Wicker 


Flying Start:  James Smiley


Membership/Young Eagles


Lewis and Jana Brown (336)-752-2574


lebrown@ptmc.net


Hangar Committee: Wade Myers 


Publicity and Information Chairman: 
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Official Photographer  -- Ben Martin





Monthly 50/50 Raffle Coordinators
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EAA Ten-83 on the Web  www.eaa1083.com








