





HANGAR SWEEPINGS
HAROLD MILLS
 
TRIFOCAL

I don’t remember the exact year, but, after many months of bending over a stereo viewer looking at aerial photography, the good medics at the base hospital decided I needed glasses so I wouldn’t stumble over things in broad daylight.  Shortly thereafter I was back in Salisbury on leave and, as was my habit, I headed out to the airport first thing to check on the latest gossip and touch base with all my old friends.

For some reason, probably having to do with my image of myself, I didn’t wear the glasses.  After talking a bit with George and Clay and Guy and a few others George took me out into the hangar to see the latest acquisition which was a cute little single place Mooney Mite. It just never occurred to George that I might have allowed my license to fly airplanes to lapse and I didn’t tell him. When we rolled the little machine out of the hangar I figured, what the heck, once a pilot always a pilot.  I could fly the crates they come in. I didn’t need no steenkin license.  

Anyhow, we wheeled the little bird out on the ramp and George proceeded to give me a quick run-down on how the manual gear system operated, told me it was real twitchy on the rudder and next thing you know I’m out on the end of the runway lining up for take off.  He was right.  It was twitchy on the rudder but I managed to keep it within the bounds of the runway and pretty soon I was like that poem.  I “Slipped the surly bonds of earth and topped the windswept heights with easy grace…”  I had forgotten how great it was, the being utterly alone, the peace that comes when there is nothing but the sound of your engine and the occasional rise and fall of your airplane, the clean stillness of a high place.  How can anyone live without that renewal every now and then?

I went down to the lake and buzzed along at treetop level by the island where me and A.G. Leonard camped out for a week once when we were scouts.  I went over to Gold Knob Road a buzzed my brother-in-law’s chicken lot.  Then I climbed up high and just swooped through a few wingovers and one perfect chandelle.  It was so good.  I had come home.  Then I joined the traffic pattern, wrestled the manual landing gear down and proceeded to make the absolute worst landing of my entire life.  

I flared out just fine and got the bird slowed down in perfect position. Only, when the stall came I was still about ten feet in the air.  It seemed like I fell forever. It is a testament to the sturdy build of the Mooney that nothing broke.  The heck of it was that George and Guy and Vandy and a couple others were watching.  When I shut the engine down and got out George’s only comment was “I forgot to mention that we lowered the runway while you were gone.”  There were several other caustic comments but I ignored them all.  Instead I walked over to my car and took my glasses out of the glove compartment, put them on and told the bunch “I suppose I can’t avoid wearing these window panes any longer.”

The fact is that I have worn glasses every day since then only now, in my advanced years, they’re tri-focal.
 
News and Notes

Lance Berrier

rlberrier@usa.net

Unrecoverable Spin Led To Skycatcher Loss

As was the case with the first Skycatcher prototype crash, an unrecoverable spin led to the loss of the second and last flying Cessna 162. The second airplane had been fitted with a larger tail as a result of the first crash. And, as in the first crash, there were complications with the parachute recovery system that led to the aircraft being wrecked, according to preliminary report issued by the NTSB. The report says the test pilot set up an unspecified "planned test condition" and the aircraft entered a "rapid and disorienting spin" from which the pilot couldn't recover. Unlike the previous accident, in which the ballistic parachute recovery system failed to deploy, the chute opened this time but caused further problems in the rest of the accident sequence.

According to the report, the parachute had been modified to be jettisoned by the pilot in flight. After the aircraft stabilized, the pilot tried several times to release the chute but couldn't. Possibly concerned that his actions would unpredictably cause the chute to release, he considered taking his chances with his personal parachute but had run out of altitude and elected to ride the airplane down instead of bailing out. Initially, damage to the airplane was limited mostly to the landing gear but because the pilot was unable to release the parachute on the ground, the wind caught it and the airplane was dragged more than half a mile until it caught in a fence. It ended up inverted and heavily damaged.

FAA Wants Bird Strikes Secret

The FAA normally releases annual summaries of aircraft/wildlife collisions (in 2007 there were 7,439), but following the Hudson River ditching of US Airways Flight 1549 and a subsequent Associated Press request for access to the FAA's wildlife hazard database, the agency has sought changes. The FAA on March 19 published a notice of proposed rulemaking to keep its Wildlife Hazard Database "protected from public disclosure" of relevant data. In essence, the FAA proposes that wildlife hazard reports be treated with the same confidentiality as other voluntary safety reporting systems. The FAA contends that public release of the data may on one hand discourage reporting and on the other "produce an inaccurate perception" of the dangers posed to aircraft by wildlife and compound that by attributing those inaccuracies to specific airlines or airports. Currently, and contrary to a 1999 request by the NTSB, pilots are not required to report all bird collisions and the FAA estimates that only about one in five wildlife collision incidents that involve commercial aircraft are reported. But the FAA's unfortunately timed desire to keep what gory details they do collect within the confines of aviation's regulatory professionals has met official resistance from voices in the United States Senate and former NTSB chairman, James Hall.

In response to the proposal, Hall stated his belief that public awareness is essential to a robust safety program and New York Sen. Chuck Schumer and Rep. John Hall have joined to voice their displeasure with the FAA's planned secrecy. Currently, the FAA's wildlife hazard reports database includes voluntarily submitted information on more than 100,000 bird strikes reported since 1990. Comments are welcome on the proposed rule through April 19. While the number of reported bird strikes increased from 5,872 on 2000 to 7,439 in 2007, new defenses are being deployed, including ground-based MERLIN Aircraft Birdsrike Avoidance Radars capable of detecting birds even in fog and light rain.

Super Sport Cub LSA Debuts With New ECI Engine
CubCrafters, of Yakima, Wash., this week introduced the Super Sport Cub LSA, a beefier version of their Sport Cub. Equipped with a new 340-cubic-inch engine developed by CubCrafters and ECI, the airplane can take off in less than 100 feet even at gross weight, and climb out at over 2,100 fpm. The new CC340 four-cylinder engine is certified to ASTM standards and produces up to 180 hp for takeoff and climb while maintaining 80 hp continuous power up to 12,000 feet, with a fuel burn of about 5 to 6 gph. "It's a very powerful engine and probably something that wasn't expected in the LSA industry," CubCrafters CEO Jim Richmond told AVweb on Wednesday. "But the beauty of operating an engine that's more powerful than it needs to be, is that when you power back to cruise speed, the fuel flows are the same as with a smaller engine."

At 240 to 245 pounds dry weight, the CC340 is about 35 pounds lighter than a comparable Lycoming engine, Richmond said. The weight savings came from replacing the magnetos with electronic ignition, along with a range of small changes. "A gram here and a gram there, and it all adds up," Richmond said. The airframe is essentially the same as for the Carbon Cub kit, made from carbon fiber and other composites with aluminum ribs. The Super Sport Cub can be delivered with tundra tires, floats or skis. Check out the CubCrafters Web site for more info and a video, or check it out in person later this month at Sun 'n Fun. Base price is $163,280.

Fresh tech hiccup for V-22 tiltrotor fleet


The famous V-22 Osprey tiltrotor, which flies like a plane but tilts its props upwards to land and take off like a helicopter, appears to have hit yet another technical snag.


The troubled military combo-copter, which suffered through a decades-long and accident-prone development to finally go operational in Iraq last year, has now been subjected to a fleet-wide safety grounding. This followed the discovery of loose bolts rattling about in an engine nacelle on an Osprey after landing at the US air base at al-Asad.


The bolts, according to reports, had fallen out of the "swashplate" in the propellor hub. The swash plate on a helicopter or tiltrotor is used to convey control inputs from the pilot into the spinning rotor disc. Should it break loose, a complete loss of control would result.


After the initial discovery, other Ospreys in Iraq were found to have loosened swashplate bolts and the entire fleet was grounded as a precaution. Initially it was thought that the loose fastenings might have been the result of maintenance failures, but Flight International now reports that at least one further V-22 in America is suffering from the same issue, and that all the affected aircraft are "high-time" ones - that is, ones which have been flown a lot.


While investigations are still ongoing, it appears that the loose bolts syndrome after substantial flight time probably affects all V-22s, and that modifications will be required. Osprey program chief Colonel Matt Mulhern told Flight that “We’re going to eventually need a material fix for this”.


Mulhern pointed out that it's fairly routine for military aircraft fleets to be grounded temporarily following discovery of tech snags, and that modifications for increased safety are likewise normal.

“This is an event that aircraft go through," he said.


The Osprey is a favorite hate object for many in America, who consider it an unnecessarily complicated and expensive white elephant. Nonetheless, the US Marines - the main users of the tiltrotor - have structured many of their future plans around the V-22, and have sufficient political clout that it's unlikely to be canned at this late stage.


Even so, with severe pressure on US military spending forecast for the near future and fresh Osprey purchases by the US special-ops forces just now being pondered in Washington, this latest Osprey hitch comes at an inopportune time.
CAF Loses F-82 To Air Force, But Will Pursue Appeal

A rare F-82 Twin Mustang that has long been operated by the Commemorative Air Force (CAF) is now being dismantled in Midland, Texas, for shipping to the National Museum of the Air Force (USAFM) in Dayton, Ohio. CAF has operated the airplane since the 1960s, but its right to do so has been in dispute since 2002, when the CAF said it was going to trade the airplane and the Air Force said it couldn't. A judge ruled in September that the Air Force owns the airplane, but the CAF has been pursuing an appeal. This week, the CAF said it had offered to drop the appeal if the Air Force would allow the F-82 to remain on static display in Midland, but that proposal was rejected, leaving the CAF no choice but to hand over the airplane. "I had great hopes that this would be an amicable way to agree to disagree, yet still concede to the USAFM's policy to not fly the F-82, which has supposedly been their concern," said Stephan Brown, president and CEO of the CAF. "This decision to reject our proposal is confusing and disappointing."

The response to the CAF proposal by the director of Air Force History and Museum Policies and Programs states: "After a robust and thorough discussion, the voting members of the Heritage Board unanimously decided that, based on the history of this matter and the precedential import of the judicial determination concerning the ownership of the F-82 to the National Museum of the United States Air Force and the other Armed Services, the offer of settlement could not be accepted." Brown said the CAF will now move forward with the appeal process. "The appeal is a de novo review, in which the appellate court is not bound by the trial court, but reviews the entire case," said Brown. "We are hopeful that the appellate authority will see things differently."

Pilot Arrested After Plane Chase


Authorities in Missouri arrested a Turkish-born Canadian alleged to be the pilot of a Cessna 172 stolen from a flight school in Thunder Bay, Ont. and the subject of a low speed chase across the Midwest on Monday. Officials at Confederation College in Thunder Bay, Ont. called police when a man was spotted hopping the fence at the Thunder Bay Airport and jumping into one of its 172s for an "unauthorized flight." The pilot, identified as Yavus Burke, but who called himself Adam Leon, apparently picked a plane that was full of fuel because he coaxed about 1,000 nm out of it before setting down on a dirt road near Ellsinore, Mo. The state capitol in Madison, Wisc. was evacuated as the 172 passed overhead around 5 p.m. and the aircraft had plenty of company along the way.

NORAD responded, of course, and the 172 was shadowed throughout by F-16s. NORAD spokesman Lt-Cmdr Gary Ross told reporters the Cessna pilot wouldn't answer the radio, nor did he respond to hand signals from the Viper pilots. He did not elaborate on the decision making process that allowed the 172 flight to reach its natural conclusion. AOPA President Craig Fuller issued a statement late Monday saying the end result "demonstrates the effectiveness of today's security procedures." He commended Canadian and U.S. security forces for their handling of the incident.
Pilot's Certificate Revoked (Again), This Time For In-Cockpit Sex

David Keith Martz, 52, has appealed the revocation of his certificate, which he lost after a video surfaced that allegedly shows him having sex with a Swedish adult film actress while flying a helicopter over San Diego. The revocation marks the fifth time Martz' license has either been revoked or suspended, according to the Associated Press, which noted a prior infraction that the FAA deemed as reckless flying. In that 2006 case, "reckless" meant landing a helicopter on a Hollywood street to pick up a rock star and deliver him to a concert. Other incidents include flying too low over a residential neighborhood, landing too close to a military base, and flying with damage to his helicopter. A public hearing will be held in San Diego sometime within the next month. According to the L.A. Times, "it is unclear if the video will be shown."

The 2007 video that became public when it was posted online by a Hollywood gossip web site. After reviewing the video, the FAA claims it shows the pilot was blocked from the helicopter's controls by the woman's body. 

The stories presented above have been collected from recent Aviation News.
If you have an article, notice, etc. that you would like to see here please email it to rlberrier@usa.net or send via snail mail to:
Lance Berrier
1954 Thomas Rd.
Lexington, NC 27295
Presidents Headline News


Boy is it going to get busy.


	April and May are going to be some busy times around the old EAAgles Nest.  I want to give everyone plenty of advance notice, so they can put their favorites on their “Things to do List”.  After our meeting this month many of us will be off and running for Sun ‘N Fun.  For those who may want to ride along or have an empty seat there we will be taking request for rides and riders.  It is also on the Sun ‘N Fun Page on our web site.  


	On May 2nd we need to call on the entire chapter for help.  First thing to consider is our Boy Scout, Young Eagle event at the Rowan County Airport.  Lewis and Jana need to be sure to have enough pilots, airplanes and ground crew to handle the event.  Anyone who can or wants to help there please phone, see them at the meeting or send them an e-mail.  Their info is on the membership/young eagle page of this newsletter.  


	Our other event on that day is when we take our “First Saturday Lunch, On the Road”  We will be serving Breakfast and Lunch at the Concord Regional Airport in support of the North Carolina Wings Weekend.  The plans have been made and the layout is set so we can feed a large group in a hurry.  We are expecting between 250 and 300 attendees for lunch and all must be fed in 1 ½ hour.  An old friend of mine who does this stuff for a living has helped me with the plans, and he even may show up to help us.  We need 6 volunteers to help in serving Breakfast and 10 for lunch duty.  With 80 members in this group I am sure we can have a commitment from enough to make this a real profitable weekend.  


	In other matters of interest,  last month at our Tech meeting we discussed old ideas with new life.  There is a Core group of members that would like to start an aircraft building project.  We need to identify those who would like to work on this endeavor, then decide what type of project they would like to build.  It might be a vintage restoration or a brand new project, and it all up to those members who want to do this.  After we find out what is wanted, Dan Ward and I volunteered to track down that project and we can get to work.  Years ago, this was suggested, but with all the individual projects being built, the idea was shelved.  I am glad we are once again dusting this idea off and proceeding.  


	I have also been talking with Airport Management about the idea of a new building for us too.  I have some plans to discuss and would like some lively discussion about this on Tuesday.  I’ll show my plan, and then the ideas can flow.  


	Finally for  a couple of quick notes.  We are planning an extended stay fly-out this summer.  John Barringer has volunteered to host a fly-out camp out at his airport.  Starting with a Friday evening and continuing on to Sunday. It sounds like a good time.  More to follow.





Continued on Page 2 under the meeting minutes
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Don’t forget to check out the new and improved web site


www.eaa1083.com





Next Meeting Tuesday 


April 14,   2009 














Headline News Continued





On Wednesday April 29, 2009 we will be having a special Tech Meeting at the EAAgles Nest.  Lycoming Thunderbolt Manager, Jeff Schans with a special seminar.  He will first talk about Lycoming’s Thunderbolt Engines (experimental side) and then go into maintenance for the rest of the talk.  This usually lasts about 1- 1 1/2 hour depending on questions.


Finally Tim Everheart, one of our 2008 grant recipient soloed recently.  We need a shirttail Tim.    





Jack 





 February 10, 2009 – Minutes – EAA Chapter 1083 Monthly Business Meeting


Our meeting opened with the usual pledge to the flag of our nation followed by President Jack calling on the ..


 


Chart Czar -- Jack Kirkland. Reminding all that Sun & Fun was coming up and now was the time to update our chart requirements if we planed to fly to Florida. Jack K then departed early stating that He was going to ride his bike..(Motorcycle?).. to the cape to view the scheduled night launch of the Space Shuttle...long ride.  It did not go.


.


Vice President. Reminded pilots that their license must be up dated to indicate that they are ENGLISH PROFICIENT...assuming that they are. Or some one up there will be un- happy!!


�Treasures Report. Mike Brown stated that all of the money was accounted for and provided papers to prove it. second by Joyce. members approve..


 


Secretary Report. Jim Smiley called for approval of the published minutes of the Feb. meeting. Joel Turner second. members approve.


 


Membership/Young Eagles...Jana Brown reminded us of the Scout fly scheduled for May2


and the need for many planes and crew...more to come.


 


Flight Activities- J Wood reminded us of the fly-in lunch and open house on March 14 at Lonesome near Gold hill.... rain or shine...well it rained and froze instead, we did not go. More to come. Check the 1083 web site.


 


Tech Meeting...Lewis Brown.. Meeting March 19 at the Eagles Nest.


 


General discussion.... 1083 has been asked to consider providing meals at a pilots get to gather at Concorde airport on May 2. It will require help from the membership and it does occur on the same day as the Scout fly in Salisbury. A vote of the membership indicated that we can support both operations...more to come


 


Respectfully submitted...with apologies...by Jim Smiley. Secretary�
�















Membership





 Welcome to our newest members, Jack A. Goodnight who visited at the last meeting. Jack is from China Grove and flies a Cessna 172. Also joining at our first Saturday lunch was Ken Silverman who is from Charlotte. He flies a Cessna 150L and a Tri 82.   Please make them feel a part of the group.  


April birthdays: Lance Berrier, John Hudson, Sherrill Laney, Larry Macon, and Joyce Wood. 


If we don’t recognize your birthday, it’s because we don’t have a record of it. Please let me know if you are not recognized. 


Please call Lewis or Jana Brown with any questions re: membership.


336-752-2574 or 336-239-1170 or 1178 or e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net." ��lebrown@ptmc.net.�





Young Eagles 


We are gearing up to fly Young Eagles the first weekend in May. The scouts will be holding a camp out this weekend and will be brought to the airport so that we can give them rides.  If you plan to fly kids that weekend and you haven’t yet told me, please let me know as soon as possible. I need to make sure I have the paperwork filled out by our next meeting so that I can send it to the scouts. 





If you have any questions, call or e-mail at 336-752-2574 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net" ��lebrown@ptmc.net�.





Jana Brown





Membership and Circulation


The Carolina Unicom is the official publication of Rowan Area EAA Chapter 1083, and is circulated to all members monthly.


*Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Sport Aviation and is not limited to pilots or aircraft owners or builders.     


Family or Individual Membership $25.00 Annually- January 1 to December 31.  





For further details contact:


EAA 1083 Inc.


3310 Airport Loop Rd. Hangar 18


Salisbury, NC 28147


Or log on � HYPERLINK "http://www.eaa1083.com" ��www.eaa1083.com�


Officers and Committee Leaders


President:   Jack E. Neubacher    jack@fly4fun.org          Phone:  (704)636-1864  Mobile (704)213-6937  





Vice President: Robert Poole  


   pooler@carolina.rr.com





Treasure:  Mike Brown     


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:mbrown@mrinc.com" ��mbrown@mrinc.com�


Secretary: Jim Smiley


smiley27028@yahoo.com 


Newsletter News Editor: Lance Berrier


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rlberrier@usa.net" ��rlberrier@usa.net�


Flight Activities:  J Wood 


mocha1@touchnc.net


Chart Czar: Jack Kirkland


qb36119@adelphia.net


Technical Advisors: Dan Ward


twoaviators@gmail.com


Dave Burgess   voyager01@carolina.rr.com


Librarian:   Carl Wicker 


Flying Start:  James Smiley


Membership/Young Eagles


Lewis and Jana Brown (336)-752-2574


lebrown@ptmc.net


Hangar Committee: Wade Myers 


Publicity and Information Chairman: 


	


Web Master – by Committee


Official Photographer  -- Ben Martin





Monthly 50/50 Raffle Coordinators


	Judy and Tony Therrell


***************************************


EAA Ten-83 on the Web  www.eaa1083.com








