




HANGAR SWEEPINGS
HAROLD MILLS
TUSKEGEE

I don’t remember the exact year but it was the mid nineteen fifties and Miss Ellen and I along with our two young boys (we’d eventually have five kids) were on our way from March Field, California to Shaw AFB SC where the Air Force had decided that my services were needed.  

There were no Interstate highways in those days and we were tooling along US Route 80 through some Alabama swamplands.  It was just after dark and we needed a place to rest our travel weary heads when we passed a big lighted sign for Holiday Inn, Next Exit and the “Vacancy” sign was lighted. We usually looked for smaller and cheaper lodging but we’d seen nothing else for miles and miles so I hit the exit ramp.

It was petty much your standard Holiday Inn, clean with large dining room off the lobby and a double story “U” of rooms out back which, judging from the number of cars, seemed to be mostly full.  After we deposited our bags, and everyone took a bathroom break we walked back to the dining room to feed those two boys who were always hungry.  That’s when I began to notice that not only were all the other adults dressed in suits and ties or nice cocktail dresses but there was a big banner on one wall of the dining room that said “WELCOME TUSKEGEE AIRMEN.”  That’s when the other thing dawned; ours were the only white faces on the premises.

Of course I knew that there had been an all black fighter squadron in WWII and I seemed to remember that they were in Italy but beyond that I knew next to nothing.  I didn’t know that they trained in Tuskegee and I didn’t know that they flew red tailed Mustangs or that they had never lost a bomber they were escorting.  Not a bad record.

The next morning when I went to turn in my key (back in the olden days you were expected to turn in your key and “check out” the next morning) one of the pilots was there standing by the desk.  The clerk must have told him that the white dude was a member of the USAF, anyhow he asked where I was stationed and we chatted for a few minutes.  I don’t remember his name but he was a nice guy. 

I remember that I asked him if he’d ever heard of Eugene Bullard the only black pilot in WWI.  He seemed surprised to learn that there had actually been a black pilot in WWI.  So, like a typical know-it-all, I proceeded to tell him about Bullard who was born in Columbus, Ga.which was only about fifty miles from where we were standing. I told him how Bullard was not allowed into the Lafayette Escadrille but flew Nieuports in a regular French Squadron and how he was kicked out after he punched one of the French officers in the nose, and I told him that Bullard also fought with the French (on the ground this time) in WWII and was mustered out after being seriously wounded.  Bullard is buried in the French veterans’ cemetery in Flushing, NY.

By this time the Tuskegee Airman’s eyes were beginning to glaze over and he muttered, “Interesting” or some such noncommittal statement and walked off.  It was not until I got back on the road that I realized that I didn’t even ask his name.  That’s the trouble with being a know-it-all, sometimes you can learn a whole lot more if you just shut up and listen.
Presidents Headline News


Boy is was busy.   	Well the first weekend of May was a busy weekend.  With the BoyScouts, Young Eagle event and our commitment in Concord, Ten-83 was spread far and wide.  The good news is from now on our events will be for the fun stuff and not so much work.   We had a lot of cooperation from our membership and everyone pitched in and took charge of something.  Bob Furmer asked what he could do and was in front of the grill for the next four hours.  We tried to relieve him, but he said he would cook until he was really tired then he would go home.  There are more “shout outs” to all the helpers from both projects on page two.  I will also have a complete breakdown of funds raised at the meeting.


	Now speaking of the next business meeting, we will be planning our weekend outing at Lumberton, NC and the Mid Atlantic Fly-in.  We have some fun type responsibilities there, with the emphasis on fun. 


	Our first Saturday event for June will also have some special guests.  The famous area 120/140 club are dropping by to show off their Cessna’s.  I know a couple that will probably be in the fold, that is our two members in Gold Hill.  Just a hunch. 


	We also have some other plans to make.  According to our schedule, our June Fly-Out is our annual Poker Run and I would like some input on what airports to use.  One year we had a spot landing contest upon arrival at Rowan to add to our scores, so if anyone would like to do that we will get that ready.  We also have to think ahead to our first Ded-Reckoning contest coming up soon and we need to firm up the rules and fee’s ect. 


	There are also other plans on the table I would like to discuss.  As mentioned before, there are several members who are in favor of doing a build or restoration project, with a larger contingent of members at this meeting, I am slotting a spot on the agenda to discuss this.  There is also those who would like to have a project of a new meeting area.  I have been addressing that issue with airport autorities, and have met with some support in the matter.  They have asked we put some idea’s on paper with plans and such to discuss the matter further.  We need to see ultimate ownership of this building before we go much further.  


	We have several projects on the table to pursue this year.  I am afraid that there is members may not speak their position on some matters and just go along with the group.  I need to know where everyone stands on special matters, so I know on how to go forward with issues.   I will be have some “questionnaires” available for members to fill out, and either identify themselves or submit anonymously in the suggestion box.  That will at least give me some incite on how to proceed with project planning.                Thanks  Jack	


	  


	

















Continued on Page 2 under the meeting minutes
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Next Meeting Tuesday 
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Thanks for the Memories,  Last Saturday





I know it isn’t always necessary to make points out of everyone who show up for an event.  You know this group is special when we always have more people show up than is needed to do the job.  And there are different folks at different events.  This weekend the membership deserves a special “standing ovation” for all the work done on our projects.  First for me I will speak for the Concord group.  Many of these helped in both places so just because I mention their names, don’t think that Jana won’t identify them again for the Young Eagles.   


	First but not foremost, Bob Poole spent a lot of time a K-Mart last week buying 12-packs of Pepsi Products cheap, about 18-cents a can cheap.  He made 9 trips though the line since he had a 4 12-pack limit on each purchase and we bought 36 12-packs.  He also was helping at Concord all day long and returned with some of our stuff so I didn’t have to make multiple trips back.  


	As mentioned before, Bob Fulmer was on one grill and Mike Brown was on the other, first with Pancakes and sausage and then with burgers, dogs and onions.  Bill Howard did the potato cutter thing, this time with Vidalia Onions.  Jim and Terry Smiley helped out all over and they too transported stuff home.  Our main cashier was Louie Moore while  Demetria,  Joyce Cavanaugh-Wood,  Tim Everheart, and Steve Sweet minded the tables and transported food to the servers.  Harold Mills was present with Hangar Sweepers. We fed well over 120 people in about 20 minutes.   It was easy, and the prescribed set up from my mass food vendor seemed to work really well.    The State DOT paid $150 to us to feed their 10 JrROTC helpers.  


	We still have to settle up with Paramont Aircraft for the 81 meals we are holding tickets for. All in all it was a successful day at the airport.  Thanks again.


	


Young Eagle Thanks





I wanted to let everyone know that we had a successful weekend flying the boy scouts Friday and Saturday. We flew 140 scouts total over the 2 days. I would like to acknowledge the pilots who flew: Al Wilson (27), Bob Crosby (21) Brian Cooker (35), Danny Sloop (15), Lewis Brown (30), Roy Berrier (8) and Ron Steelman (4). A big thank you to these guys who braved the winds and managed to give the scouts a safe ride. Brian, Lewis and Al flew both Friday evening and Saturday.


Ground crew was awesome.  First, thank you to Louie Moore who allowed us to use his airplane as static display so that we could give a talk to the scouts on how the airplane flies as well as do a pre-flight.  Thank you to Bob Poole who handled the talk Friday and Gary Koontz, who took over that duty Saturday. Another big thank you goes to Tammy Koontz and Debbie Settle who handled the paperwork which is a monumental task in and of itself.  Another big thank you to Sue Robb and David Schneider who took care of the flight line and made sure the boys were safe. Thanks also go to Lou Hine, David Stroud, Allen Stroud, Lance Berrier and J Wood who made sure the boys were loaded in airplanes and pilots signed the necessary forms. Thanks to Jim Smiley and Spike for helping Friday night and to J Wood who did some instruction on how to read charts(with Danny Sloop's help). The boy scout leaders expressed their gratitude for what we were doing and I think everyone had a good time as well. It is always a pleasure to work with you and I just want to express how smoothly things went on our end. You are a great bunch of folks to work with and Lewis and I enjoy every minute!


 


Jana Brown 




















 Membership





 Welcome to our newest members, Jack and Betty Wooten who visited at the last meeting. They are from Cleveland. Jack is building a 601XL.    Please make them feel a part of the group.


  


May birthdays: Roy Berrier, Leo Berube, Jerry Garmon, and Carl Wicker. 


If we don’t recognize your birthday, it’s because we don’t have a record of it. Please let me know if you are not recognized. 


Please call Lewis or Jana Brown with any questions re: membership.


336-752-2574 or 336-239-1170 or 1178 or e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net." ��lebrown@ptmc.net.�





Young Eagles 


We are gearing up to fly Young Eagles this weekend. Pray for good weather. We have handed out all 200 registration forms and are going to begin flying Friday night around 6:45, weather permitting. Saturday we will begin flying at 9:00, so ground crew and pilots need to be ready around 8:45.  This promises to be a huge event so please come help if you can.   





We also have another Young Eagles event scheduled for the first Saturday in June at 9:00 a.m. I do not have pilots or ground crew for this event yet, so if you could possibly help let me know. We are expecting around 30 kids.





Any questions, please call 336-752-2574 or 336-239-1178 or e-mail us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:lebrown@ptmc.net" �lebrown@ptmc.net�.








Jana Brown








Membership and Circulation


The Carolina Unicom is the official publication of Rowan Area EAA Chapter 1083, and is circulated to all members monthly.


*Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Sport Aviation and is not limited to pilots or aircraft owners or builders.     


Family or Individual Membership $25.00 Annually- January 1 to December 31.  





For further details contact:


EAA 1083 Inc.


3310 Airport Loop Rd. Hangar 18


Salisbury, NC 28147


Or log on � HYPERLINK "http://www.eaa1083.com" ��www.eaa1083.com�


Officers and Committee Leaders


President:   Jack E. Neubacher    jack@fly4fun.org          Phone:  (704)636-1864  Mobile (704)213-6937  





Vice President: Robert Poole  


   pooler@carolina.rr.com





Treasure:  Mike Brown     


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:mbrown@mrinc.com" ��mbrown@mrinc.com�


Secretary: Jim Smiley


smiley27028@yahoo.com 


Newsletter News Editor: Lance Berrier


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rlberrier@usa.net" ��rlberrier@usa.net�


Flight Activities:  J Wood 


mocha1@touchnc.net


Chart Czar: Jack Kirkland


qb36119@adelphia.net


Technical Advisors: Dan Ward


twoaviators@gmail.com


Dave Burgess   voyager01@carolina.rr.com


Librarian:   Carl Wicker 


Flying Start:  James Smiley


Membership/Young Eagles


Lewis and Jana Brown (336)-752-2574


lebrown@ptmc.net


Hangar Committee: Wade Myers 


Publicity and Information Chairman: 


	


Web Master – by Committee


Official Photographer  -- Ben Martin





Monthly 50/50 Raffle Coordinators


	Judy and Tony Therrell


***************************************


EAA Ten-83 on the Web  www.eaa1083.com








